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R> v**<^nr? SAV..K;,;, F, fur i^tAT* o1 the 

Mor-jCDr- P.».'knAy who 

res id*;5 %i M- n oh . T>-:rf< ssee, on 

inter\iew .»dv ?•.••• Joll..- • ; 

fi \ r .'•* j, j K VT .6 . 5 , V ►. ti 1 . i i I - • ) .1 , M>- T p^ 1 s lor 

approx ixa,t»- 1 V ‘he r'*- v e k* i" o;» tM Executive 

E'oajo ol Vc!tphi-k, Tf iT'-T- -. -• * , Irio*. h ot ih" '‘’»iior.al 

Af 50C i j t ion i»'‘! the Adv a,;: c*' r-' •>! J.olor* n Pfopl^- (KAACP) 

«rd ai£-r» n (6*-'.Tter ol ch>- s..i’h-f.- C ti-* tan Leadership 
Corderence (S-CDC’i, nx.t I'.r. =» • ol which is 

Atlant a, G*- - 't ^ i a , lpr> P?% ..• kj* t vi ■M*' it h , up until 

April 4, 19es, wa=; Dr. xAHTim WirlR K«.>o, jR. 

Hcierc-h'l KVLES v 'O t-hA’ a rriritation workers’ 
strike hcgan in V*-<t>pMf>, * ••• , 1 - h;'u »vy^ 1 2 , .1968, and 

that shortly alter ils s’.ar: * crc ip oJ Nf-gro ministers in 
Memphis, ii>oJu-iing hiO'ClJ, iH-oo-'n togcf-her to 1 or m a group 
which aOopM-o tfcr f ol t ,.-. it v ori 'V- yo\e for Equality 
I COME> , r\a.i*'ing lurd.' Ic-r »it vjx> sirik*-~5 and 

assisting th>‘ rr* in drily p.-h •,«•'■ - *r : o'-Nr st- r ik.e -•= upport 
activity. H- lit I. i •• « < ?■ | \ -rs v-in n 18, 1968, he, 

along with .-norro ol the oth- r rovr i- t-d-'S, ir.o.v--d Dr. MARTIN 
l.L'THER «JR», to to lUtrpi. ;t uh.'r*, or the. night of 

March 18, i‘->68, l- gav»- >.;*■ i -nir.) -g nik V'< ^ori Temple 
to approx imately lO,CK>o t«‘ S/.i'tO urg i»i.g the Negro 

coiKSfun ity ol Vrn,phi= to Uj-m*.-’ l«-t - i j r;*.,*-. .*;«..'■ it.A • ich workers. 

.hf '. E5 and soc*?. cj t c*».** r faavE l-^ a.-,*, rs also 
induc'd Dr. to rotor n tc- Vv^phis or. thf m-‘;rr-ing of 

M*rcn 28, J9G8, to Ir-Ad a 4c-».r»owr' rr»ri.h in support 

ol the s i *. at iCfl work'-r s. 

Cor 5 id> I*-- hr*- i.ug ••.•! down tow:, w.ir.dows and looting 
resul..'-d dur.ir*g this r.ttor, > r* i.iit of wh*ch KilES stated 
th- r- vr ii.A Mon str.lk*= J i ■' *. i-'*~ w ;o<-' pu-licily, and 

Dt . KiNO <s.er»-vd to »e s.-j:-;;) t M-«' phi-, '■iioc.g wuh other SCLC staff 
Temter.=i, i; ‘•■krly April, lv€*‘, ,*■ ■^;ippo*'r. on behalf of 

Lh* T =. '1 1 1. i ; i (Vi work*- r*. . 
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Revt-ro.id i--* c < 1 j < -i *„;.sr Dr. KI?’G actually 

recurred to *s cr> Vedtf-r,'' i i Aprtl 3. 1968, 

«.ith sPvoraJ ol his as.*-' o ^ th*? vice 

Prp^ident ol SCLC, PA. P 4 D. A ?HV. ar*d his 

administrative asvsi-t‘<riV rSA'-KD i.LE. They ail ch&cked into 
the Lorraine Hotel a.;d P.otel, 4 V..iN--i'ry S».ra~;-., Memphis, 



and actually KVl-E-S had rrr.te : 
staff members urJer his nan', 
he was registered in Koor 3V3 
April 3, 1968, although be 



'■ t»c*xs f »' 1 cl SCLC 

Up pv*intPd out that actually 
ol tNp Lorraine Motel as of 
not phyiicJflly occupy this 
roo" and did not now recall the px*i.ft S>.1C individual who 
occupied Boom 3)2. He recci;?* ! th.-t Dr. KINu occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend R.V'. P!‘ I), AE£.K>’VVMY. 

Ht recalled that D? . KINO ar>d his stall remained 
in Memphis on the night of 3, 19>8, 2 r-d also remained 

in Memphis on April 4, 1968, .o addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widesprevt putl»*;ity I'PI only the 
Memphis news ojedia, includi..g twe dajly white newspapers, 

nut also on virtuallv ol th.: 2.nd television stations 

conceinir.g the ol Dp. KW- ^ is stMi in Memphis 

S'.d of the fact that they wi-» vi»tg ac tt:e i-orraine Motel. 
H<=> statf-d he could not rc-cvi; c>;c sp« tjjic ridio broadcast 
but there was at least one L-rc- .dc a =r. , pos-ibly 
ev^n c»ve the room numt'erp ni^rrly Boo-a: 306, l.'n VMich Dr. 
was staying in Memphis-, and thil this inl or it,.v t ion was readily 
available to anyone who te:il*>d to r.-rd tLe n-wsp^per or took 
The t im*- to 1 is-.en tc the r e v- i>": I'.ic %sts . In o.her 

'xoi’ds p ho It. wa:5 no s*:? c T ■*" ' ."j "* V*' w)ie.i'e Dr’. KING was 

stay ir.g . 



R<-:vr-r<.od KYLES ivc>lltd t.i'v personally went 

:o the Lorraine Motel at ^pp<‘.-x 



1963, ar>d recalled th'*t th'. 
a si)'ging group cl the SCLC, vf-f. 
roems in th' motel, this group 
former music t.rdchoi ol Mci"p.Lj.* 
this group and t.hey all v •* 

until ^ ppi c:< i'--:tcly 5 p.r. A‘ 
wrot to Room 3C6 of the Lo.:r.’ 
Dr. v‘P.;LN' LLiHER KIN'O, dR . , ' 

H*- poir.i'-d out th^t he Md ra,*') 
RcNf tsnd ADEFNATHY' to hie 
3 *’;-oj 1 d it,nei ” on the nveaij-c 



ia..=..t-;ly d:3C p.m. on April 4, 
t* 1 r. i O'. . Pre adl. vs.ket band, 
i rehe:.:«i:g in one ol the 
L* i.-Jg leo by &HN PRA.NCH,a 
, ve;5r.«; •5S»-e . KYLFS joined 
riou‘ hy''i.s s-rd SCLC songs 
t i ;• po \i', . F. c v‘’ r ■•* n d K Y LES 
0 Mo;.' 1 to* visit with 
d Fv^r^V' /.d F.A: PM 9. A!>S?..'.ATHy . 

TO- - ' Dj . KJ.YG .and 



' I for 

ot Aju iJ 4, 19C.8, poi-niing out 
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that Dr. KING »r;d Bejereci toth aivored ''soul food," 

which vould norm'll ly of nfcck fcr».:^‘=^s, chitterlings, 

turnip greens and black-cye.1 pe-.vs, «.-j >*:hat hie wife had 
consented to cook such a dit; -.: Si:/ Dr. KING and his group. 

He pointed out that both XIVJ ar,.-) ATSSNATHY hcd been reminded 
by him earlier that dir.r.er i* i - to ^ • at apprc-a ic-: tely 6 p.m. 

He recalled th.iv. doricg Ine approximate period from 
5;30 p.m, to 5:55 p.m,, April 4, 19C6, that Dr. KING, 

Reverend ABERNATHY and Re r e n j KYLES sit end talked in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ADEP.NATtiy dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. -A', a t.ir>c estimated by KYLES 
as being 5:55 p.m,, or ther. .ibojts. Dr. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmirg pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a rjrrow north-south street in 
Memphis, Dr. KING'S room, 3oo>, wa.p on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room rb ie is a balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iroi ir-*il approximatoiy three 
feet high to kec-p one from l:'»‘.ling off t ti? balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled,, stood or. th*.-, Lhici-ny and was speaking with 
various people standing ir t‘‘e p5-j k i<-g area of the motel 
directly br-neath him. One of the persons with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend .JESI'E JACKSON, an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinois. KILLS, roca-lied leaving Room 306 and 
going out and talk i,">g -w it h Dt . KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to bis or there would not be 

enough food to sstiefy all cf them. KVLES also recalled 
that SOLOMO)'* JONES, a local N*=gro who works for one of the 
funeral home%, had been Dr, KLi':.:’:;; chaiffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made comment to JONES about getting 

the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES also rs-c ailed at about this 

period of time Reverend APEliN'»7KY had applied sh.'ving cream 
to his face preparing to ta.k*' ;» ipuick shAve hc-foio departing 
to dinner and that KYXBS and KING were standing side by 
side on the balcony ar-d he aj ao 7 -ec^iled t hat KING spoke 
to CHALNCEY ESKRIDGE who is a> »iM.Mi..ey for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC rtaff. 
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To recalled ty KMES l^irg on the ground 

level vithin viewing and lift-ri'g distance ol Dr. KING 

J^MES L. F£VE;. , also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living ir Chicago, and several 
young Negroes, names not renlUd, uho had been hanging 
around and supporting the workers strike 

pointed out that he would pul these folks in the 
category of "hero worshipers" wt.o liked to be around KING 
and other important personage:-. 

. this point, KYII-Cj i»GJt ed the time as 

KYi"S? 6 o^clocL p.m., and stated that he, 

f ho IX T '*alk nortr. on She balcony walkway toward 

the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the 

lo-k.ng down and saying something 
lo OKAUMUSY hSKiUDGE who was standing on the ground and 

that he h»d .alke.) epp.oxtlv.ely fou. door Jen. ths 

^ 1°“'^ but possibly 
^ sound. At first he thought it was a noise from ^ 
the immediate arcA possibly causod by IhA hackfiring of 
n automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the iror^ediate vicinity. 

Rf^vKT •n.hrt conscicnis of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 

runnlncr t ground north of Room 306 

running to the motel v,rea osct-nsibly for cov«^r and recalled 

' individual yellir.g in a loud voice, 'They've 

sbo, MARTINI " At this point h-=^ turned around ar-d looked 
back south toward the entrf-vF.cc of Room 306 and was next 

king was resting 

on the balcony floor with his bick to the floor, his face 
facing upward, bis feet partially protruding through the 

kr.d his tesd hdsdedSn a south, 
easterly direction toward the passageway just south of Room 



KING *s 
in what 
In the 
h.is ner 
gui'S or 



KYLES cor.t inued th^l he took a 
proa-'c body after reaching, tarn*' ar.d 
he lecalled to be the ..'.igh.j r-ide 
area of his cheek bon •• a r. d pi c t r ij d 
k area. He st -ted »h-‘. he- nut 

gun wounds but he 0 ;‘ ioj = ]y 



quick glance at 
taw a gaping hole 
of KING'S face 
ir.g downward into 
fimil.iar with 
i-^lir.fd til at the 



4 '^ 



WE 44-1987 
5 



I 



j V V b?«rn that of a 

noipe which he Ksd he^rd t.- - Hfe^poiKit^.d out that 

guns.,ot .h.rh p.r,on,Uy 

felt. KINO tr,=,y s’ til ^ t i«.: -nd pointed 

of -./'.M ^hock snc rar. Mlher 

out th^t h‘ ' R^-v-r 3C6 v. if h- attr.n.ptc-d to use a 

hyotc rical iy o K. o'? r'-llioc an -,mtulonce. In 

telephone lor P^y' : r-A^of Poom 306 with 

the mear.cip-e , ‘ effort to see what 

shaving visr, K^Ii'S pf>vr.ted out that in his 

had happen-'d to Dr. ^ ^ phone properly to 

confusion he was unable to 

call the motel switchloard and telling 

Tirli'settlf dowl aorg^".. his co^.p-ure as everything 
would be all right. 



K’fLES can>c. hack oji 
KLNG’s body ard v*? next cor c 
Memphis Police. cflic?rs rurr m 

KING’S tody and renal 
Ke slated that he leciSl'^'- ' 
officers to call an aml-u'»XfC' . 
Revereoo AREKNArH! lea>>ii;.r.^o.e 
to talk with KING or to ge >• ‘•.*- 
recall hearing Ai‘Ea?^A1iiY say, 



of 1 he» loom to rho vicinity of 
,..jur. «.f seeing feveral uniformed 
. or. f.X't toward the vicinity of _ 
of throm yell i.ng. '"What happened? 
\\r>g at of the police 

Be w-.a?. 7»o:t conscious of 
? KJNC'*^' pri-.oe body attempting 
•Fre re.:/on3e from him and could 
■'y.^BTIN, can you licar roe?" 



P.ver .,.0 KV'..KS 

grabbing U|.l» v.\.iy \b, I.'c»i;c-ii that a »hite 

out to use to cove. .. Tustice Department, name 

employee of the Lrited ..U.. '■y\^ brought a towel 

not recalled. «ho hao on the right 

which soreeor;e held over the Idtgc gap 
s cl KI.NG*s f . 

bithi:. a it*' e.^«en..* a,-, aeb.lihce arrived to take 

KJNO's bods ._o a hc-p b. ,,,, .,,0 



;; .s“gv.pu- and vho was staying 

P' ^ ^ w/irinitV 



l-OUWg an African wpo a - the lmv=>di'te vicinity 

.^t the tcoiei, t-ok soro- pi- . ‘ y. ‘ g , * •♦ t .i-,.-, h?d cotne to the 

and that many of the pc-op^-- ' ^ M.,aberry 

balcony seemd ' o P'i' ‘ ^ l-.d bordered 

where < ^-ere. is a t nicK‘-t Oj . > • ' ' 



. , w . r . -u i. of old two-story 

fu’U.-er on the- indicated in 



brick bui iti iog.? wei' 



1 ■ 



\ 



ME 44-1987 
6 



' V 



% 

« 



their pointing and Ihi', shot probably came 

from that general direction, Ir* other ¥<ords, the shot 
came from the »est to»-aro the* ea,.;?!. 

Thereafter, a<.co~di:-g rc P'-.v.ercr.d K’JT.ES, an 
ambul5r.ee cr'^ took Dr. KfNu'v toiy ho the St. Joseph 
Hospital. 

Reverend KYLES looked :a*; a series of photographs 
uhich appeared in'l.Jfe Magazln- , of April 12, 1968, 

some of which were taken iao“diatel> after the shooting of 
Dr, KIJJG and prior to the arrivil of the ambulance and which 
depict Dr, KLNG's prone body lying fsice up on the concrete 
walkway on ttu second floor t-icoriy of the Lorraine Motel 
and t3ken by Photographer J0S5,P>; ivOL'W. He stated that the 
only people that he could ids.'.', if y by h»me in the early 
photographs prior to the arrivvl of the 5T‘balar,ce were 
RevertBnd ANDKEW YOVh’G of che SC.LC s^‘. sff ar. d some local 
unidentified Negroes who weir appirerit ly assisting in an 
effort to render imlr^'•dtate fi.'st ^id to Or. KING. Reverend 
KYLES pointed out. that these, phot ographe mu.*.-! liave been taken 
alno-st immediately following tr« shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the dspi>..=r>r! o\-cr KJNG'o tody. 

Ke stated that very f.^w pi-opie actually were 
cogniz-ant of the fact that D', . KJ?.’G was to be s dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of Ap^il 4, 19C8; that among the 
guests who had been invited to hi.s recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brot her ,| Reverend A. D. WiLLl.^MS KL^G, and two of the 
latter's companions, Mrs. LUKIE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville, K*=.r. r ucky ; and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have b?en there, as wa.. CHAfNCEi' ESKKJD3E. lie stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG ar>d HdSEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be hi® di.une' guests or that 
e veil Ing . 

He sijited that to his r 1 e ct ion there had been 
no publicity concerning the f^c.^ KING and his small 

party were to b? hi.s dinni;.’: g'.e.= ti a;/; thit it npp<ared to 
be 3 mc-re c o i>'ic id-5: ece that. Or, K'n*.^ v'lked out in front ol 
the doorway of Ro-yro 306 and ■.-.'•o: .) lh*'re some four to five 
minutes prior to the tir?*^ iYj t he w-.s shot. 
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Reverend KYl^ES tt’i''. h- h^d searched his 

fD^mory during t h? inter v^rii.ig *. in-^ sub^squent to Dr. KING’S 
1*5 ing shot and that at *.o xiff-- *:o.jid h'“ recall s-^eing 
anyone to the vest or north*-:.* Iroii »hich direction he 
is now convinced the shot c-i-r^ . Hi' •si'f ro one looking out 
Skf.y of the Windows Id the hiildirgs lacing Mi in Street, 
the rear entrances of wnich voul-.i 1-avs faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the groi”'' h~lov, 

Ke seated that he ttlked vilb CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the sb:*otir-g »tm thf.’'. B:SKP. JDGE vho was on the 
ground level ivi the parking in front of the Motel 

stated that after the shot he, ES.K.Rir>3E, h.ad run west 
from the Motel to the middle <-i Mnlberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with ary firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. H- v«'*t ♦. rd KY1£S recalled that 
Si'jI.OMON JONES has been reported to have stated that ho saw 
someo.ne possibly with a white Iicndpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Malt'iiy Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw drop somc-thing in t.hat 

area . 



Reverend KYLES i*tafc»rd that in fairnoss to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the grouxiO area which he had 
origina’lly deecribnd because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which suTOurds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been tehi^d this wall wheii KING was 
shot and coujd nc>t have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street a.i thii? wall is stout eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded thst none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other i r.t «nces in Memphis 

who have teen close to the NVgro niov*R)ent can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious mov e n.e nt s in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel i. ■••mediately prfced.ir.g or during the time that 
Dr. KING was -shot. 
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